
SAM ELLIOTT
Chip Bott photo

MOST POPULAR STORIES

1. Suffolk Downs begins zero-tolerance
slaughter policy

2. Champion DeclanÕs Moon retired
following fifth consecutive loss

3. Penn National-based horseman
involved in murder-suicide

4. Curlin pleases connections in turf
workout

5. Santa Anita Handicap winner
Heatseeker retired

MOST E-MAILED STORIES

1. Suffolk Downs begins zero-tolerance
slaughter policy

2. Curlin pleases connections in turf
workout

3. Penn National-based horseman
involved in murder-suicide

4. Champion DeclanÕs Moon retired
following fifth consecutive loss

5. Delaware, Philadelphia Parks
experience temporary tote failures

TOP RATED STORIES

1. Suffolk Downs begins zero-tolerance
slaughter policy

2. Curlin pleases connections in turf
workout

3. Santa Anita Handicap winner
Heatseeker retired

4. Champion DeclanÕs Moon retired
following fifth consecutive loss

5. Dutrow perplexed by furor over drug
positive

  Home  | Triple Crown  | Stallion Directory  | Farm Management  | TODAY Newsletter  | FRA | Breeders' Cup  | Racing  | Breeding  | Sales  | Nat'l  | Int'l  | Subscribe  | RSS

Subscribe to Thoroughbred Times today and SAVE OVER 70%

Posted: Friday, June 27, 2008 12:50 PM

Suffolk Downs begins zero-tolerance slaughter
policy

by Steve Myrick

Suffolk Downs has established a new policy holding
trainers accountable when their horses are sold for
slaughter.

Sam Elliott, the trackÕs vice president for racing, has
informed the leadership of the New England
Horsemen's Benevolent and Protective Association that
any trainer found to have sold a horse for slaughter will
have his stalls revoked and be denied stalls at any time
in the future.

Elliott said the plan has the complete backing of Richard
Fields, the real estate and casino developer who
purchased a controlling interest in Suffolk Downs last
year.

ÒIf a horse goes from here to the slaughterhouse, that's
completely unacceptable,Ó Elliott said. ÒThat trainer
won't be here. I don't think that's anybody we'd want to
have around. Mr. Fields is a strong believer in
retirement idea. He's a big backer of it. The two are

incompatible.Ó

Elliott commended local horsemen and several local Thoroughbred retirement organizations for
offering several options for retiring racehorses.

ÒI think it's become a non-issue,Ó Elliott said. ÒThe best way to make it a real non-issue is to
have this kind of sanction in place. That's our policy. My hope is we never have to use it.Ó

Elliott intends to address horsemen at a general meeting within the next two weeks.

ÒThey would have our backing,Ó said Al Balestra, president of the New England HBPA. ÒIt's not
the proper thing to do, not with all the options they have. There's no reason why that should
happen nowadays. There shouldn't be any horses going to killers. It's a different era in racing, it
just shouldn't happen.Ó

Michael Blowen, president of Old Friends Farm in Georgetown, Kentucky, and an outspoken
advocate for Thoroughbred retirement issues, said the new Suffolk Downs policy is the best
news he has heard in years.

ÒThat's great. I've never heard of it before. You don't know how many horses this is going to
help,Ó Blowen said. ÒJust the threat of knowing that if they ever found out that you sold a horse
for slaughter you could lose your stalls may prevent a lot of this from going on in the first place.
The other tracks will start looking at that.Ó

Blowen noted that it may be difficult to prove a direct link between a trainer and a horse that
winds up in a slaughter pen.

ÒIt is hard, it's a nasty circuitous trail, and of course anybody that does it doesn't want to get
caught,Ó  he said.

Blowen, who worked as a hot walker at Suffolk Downs in the late 1990s, said he remembers gut-
wrenching scenes in the track's stable area of horses being loaded onto trucks bound for
slaughterhouses.

ÒI still think it's an issue,Ó he said. ÒIt's a problem with every track. Since the fairs have been
closed in Massachusetts, it's not as big a problem. It's not that hard to do a better job. All we
have to do is find people that are willing to play by the rules.Ó

Diana Baker, a former Thoroughbred Retirement Fund board member who has been involved
with several high profile cases, said the new policy is a positive step but that she believes there
are still some horses going from the track to slaughterhouses.

ÒI hope itÕs not just lip service,Ó Baker said. ÒIt would be a breath of fresh air to have someone in
racing actually protect the horses.Ó

She agreed that it may be difficult to make a direct connection between a trainer and a horse
sold for slaughter.

ÒThatÕs a tough call, it will be interesting to see how it plays out,Ó she said. ÒItÕs an open secret
how these horses get from point ÔAÕ to point ÔB.Õ The trainers always say they donÕt know. When
youÕre pulling horses that were trained or owned by the same people over and over again, it
doesnÕt add up, it doesnÕt make sense.Ó

Steve Myrick is a Massachusetts-based Thoroughbred Times correspondent

Email | Print

National News
California considers extension of
ADW agreement

LevineÕs horses pass blood-doping
tests

Powell named senior adviser at
Pinnacle Race Course

HRRN to broadcast BreedersÕ Cup
World Championships

Penn National-based horseman
involved in murder-suicide

Dutrow perplexed by furor over
drug positive

Delaware, Philadelphia Parks
experience temporary tote failures

No ADW agreement in place for
Ellis Park

Asmussen facing lengthy
suspension for drug violation

New Jersey officials do out-of-
competition testing on Levine barn

Thoroughbred Times receives
seven AHP awards

KEEP elects three new board
members

NY Senate shakeup may delay
gaming contract

Dutrow penalized for clenbuterol
positive

NATIONAL INFORMATION

News
Stakes Results
Calendar of Events

Rate this story: 
Lo      Hi

Average Reader Rating: 4.6 stars

 | 

  About Us | Advertise | Almanac | Auction Results | Auction Review | Auctions | Book Award | Breeding News | Broodmare Sire List | Buyer's Guide | Calendar of Events | Contact Us | Eclipse
Awards | Employment Opportunities | Fiction Contest | Freshman Sire Contest | Freshman Sire List | General Sire List | Horse Health | International News | Internships | Juvenile Sire List | Leading

Breeders | Leading Jockeys | Leading Owners | Leading Trainers | Links | National News | Performance Rates | Photos | Race Meets Calendar | Racing Leaders | Racing News | Sales Calendar | Sales
News | Second Crop Sire List | Sire Lists | Sires of American Bred Winners Abroad | Sires of Juvenile Winners | Sires of State-Bred Winners | Sires of Winners | Site Map | Stakes Calendar | Stakes

Calendar | Stakes Nominations Calendar | Stakes Results | Stallion Directory | State Sire List | Subscribe | Supplementary Nominations Calendar | Third Crop Sire List

© Copyright 2008, Thoroughbred Times. This information may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, without written permission of the copyright owner, Thoroughbred Times Company, Inc.

Privacy Policy

Search

Login to read the TODAY or create a new
online account!

http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/archive/national-news1.html
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/archive/national-news2.html
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/July/01/California-considers-extension-of-ADW-agreement.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/30/Levines-horses-pass-blood-doping-tests.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/July/01/Powell-named-senior-adviser-at-Pinnacle-Race-Course.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/30/HRRN-to-broadcast-Breeders-Cup-World-Championships.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/30/Penn-National-based%20horseman-involved-in-murder-suicide.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/27/Dutrow-perplexed-by-furor-over-drug-positive.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/28/Delaware-Philadelphia-Parks-experience-tote-failures.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/27/No-ADW-agreement-in-place-for-Ellis-Park.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/26/Asmussen-facing-lengthy-suspension-for-drug-violation.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/26/New-Jersey-officials-do-out-of-competition-testing-on-Levine-barn.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/24/Thoroughbred-Times-receives-seven-AHP-awards.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/27/KEEP-elects-three-new-board-members.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/26/NY-Senate-shakeup-may-delay-Aqueduct-gaming-contract.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national-news/2008/June/25/Dutrow-facing-15-day-suspension-in-Kentucky.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/stakes-results.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/calendar-of-events.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/news/printable.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/news/email.aspx?story=/national-news/2008/June/27/Suffolk-Downs-begins-zero-tolerance-slaughter-policy.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/Banner/abmc.asp?b=474&z=94
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/Banner/abmc.asp?b=472&z=96
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/Banner/abmc.asp?b=209&z=98
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/about-us/contact-thoroughbred-times.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/stakes-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/stakes-results.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/connections/connections.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/horse-health/advances-in-reproductive-health-12-12-06.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/third-crop-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/calendar-of-events.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/general-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/leading-jockeys.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/leading-owners.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/juvenile-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/performance-rates.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/sires-of-state-bred-winners.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/competitions/thoroughbred-times-castleton-lyons-book-award.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/sales/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/stakes-nominations-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/products/thoroughbred-times-racing-almanac.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/employment/internships.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/race-meets-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/sales-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/general-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/sales/auctions.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/freshman-sire-list.aspx
https://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/subscription/subscribe.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/sales/auctions.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/about-us/thoroughbred-times.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/sires-of-juvenile-winners.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/employment/employment.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/sires-of-american-bred-winners-abroad.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/about-us/thoroughbred-times-site-map.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/references/eclipse-award-profiles/2005-eclipse-awards.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/products/thoroughbred-times-buyers-guides.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/services/thoroughbred-times-advertising-opportunities.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/competitions/fiction-contest/thoroughbred-times-fiction-contest.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/stakes-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/sires-of-state-bred-winners.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/competitions/freshman-sire-contest.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/broodmare-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/leading-owners.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/national/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/international/news.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/general-sire-list-by-state.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/breeding/second-crop-sire-list.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/calendar/supplementary-nominations-calendar.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/stallion-directory/default.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/equine-gallery/default.asp
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/leading-breeders.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/racing/leading-trainers.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/products/thoroughbred-times-auction-review.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/about-us/thoroughbred-times-online-privacy-policy.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/Banner/abmc.asp?b=448&z=125
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/create-account.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/login.aspx
http://www.thoroughbredtimes.com/Banner/abmc.asp?b=451&z=157

